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PASTOR’S  NOTE 

  

“ Man looks at the outward appearance,  

but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

                                   1 Samuel 16:7 

 

 

    To a greater or lesser degree, all of us have some-

thing about our looks that we don‟t like.  When we 

become preoccupied with it, though, there‟s a fancy 

name for it:  Body Dismorphic Disorder.  It afflicts 

people who are so dissatisfied with their appearance 

that they have a difficult time functioning normally.  

 

      Although we can all find something about our-

selves we would like to change, here are a couple of 

biblical truths to help us be satisfied with the way we 

are put together.  

 

     First, we have this comforting assurance: “The 

Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” 

(1 Samuel 16:7).    God is far more concerned with 

what he sees in our hearts than what we see in the 

mirror. 

 

     Second, Psalms 139 reminds us that God formed 

us (v. 15-16) and that we are “fearfully and wonder-

fully made” (v.14).  God made us the way we are for 

a reason, and that should give us reason to thank him. 

  

     What‟s more important is our relationship with 

the Lord.  If our heart has been cleansed from sin 

through faith in Jesus and we‟re becoming more 

Christ-like in character, in God‟s eyes we‟re looking 

good!!!   I might even borrow a line that I have heard 

Kyle use quite a bit, “You are looking fine today”  

and the truth is, in Christ we are. „ 

  

 

    Jeff    

 

 Events at Westford 

 

Tuesday, January 31   

 Witness Committee Meeting 

 

Each Saturday in February  -  Upward Basketball in 

the Family Life Center   -  games start at 9:00 AM and 

last games starts at 2:00 PM.   

 

 

Tuesday, February  7   

 10:30 AM    Faith Circle  -  church 

   7:00 PM     Frances Ellis Circle  -  church 

 

 

Tuesday, February 14 

          10:30 AM    Westford Seniors & Friends  -FLC 

 

 

Tuesday, February 21 

          10:30 AM       New Hope Circle  -  church 

 

 

Tuesday, February 28 

          11:45 AM   Men‟s Lunch—Troutman‟s @ 601 

 

 

Saturday, March 3 

     Upward Awards Banquet  -  FLC 

 

 

Sunday, March 11 

       10:45 AM—2:00 PM  -  Blood Drive—FLC 

  

 ******************************* 

  

   REJOICE 



Birthdays contd: 

 

26  Jensen Brynildsen 

 Lisa Hatley 

 Gary Honeycutt 

 Joe Shampine 

27  Kathy Caudle 

 Jessica Gray 

 Rachel Hill 

28  Candy Lowery 

29  Evan Burris 

 John Lane 

30  Billie Faggart 

 Rachel McMillen 

31  Keith Foster 

 Douglas Mauldin 

 Betty Moose 

 

 ******************************* 
 

     JANUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

1  Charles & Carolyn Cross 

11  Bob & Tomoko Swan 

29  Ken & Deloris Austin 

 

 ******************************* 

 

 

 

 

Christian Sympathy is expressed to  

THE  DON NORMAN FAMILY  

in the loss of Connor Volz  

on Monday,  January 23, 2012 

____________ 

 

Christian Sympathy is expressed to  

KEN  AUSTIN  & FAMILY 

In the loss of Ken’s sister,  Zula Gardner 

On Tuesday, January 24, 2012 

__________________________ 

 

  

 

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

 

 
 

2  Nicholas Norman 

 Patsy Ross 

3  Tomoko Swan 

5  Sheila Johnson 

 Taina Shaw 

7  Joni  Burton 

8  Gwen Auten 

 Jeff Rushing 

 Matthew Self 

9  Andrea Arthur 

 AB Bentley 

10  Jerry McClamrock 

 Mari Runion 

 Kevin Sherrill 

12  Danny Mast 

 Clara McClamrock 

 Grayson Overbay 

 Cindy Shook 

13  Mandie Condie 

14  Bob Wold 

15  Bob Mooney 

 Cindy Self 

16  Terrie Killian 

17  Andrew Key 

 Garrett Overbay 

18  Gladys Doster 

 Louise Foster 

 Mark Haynes 

 David Honeycutt 

19  Will Copeland 

 Carol Dotter 

 Bill Fox 

 Mackenzie Teague 

 Sidney Tomberlin 

20  Mark Ingram 

 Christopher Norman 

21  Diane Barndt 

 Ansley Carter 

22  Kenneth Stough 

23  Randy Jordan 

24  Robin Branham 

 Laurie Taylor 

 Gwyn Tobias 

25  Mary Payne 

 Jacob Smith 

 Veda Yarbrough 



  

WESTFORD  SENIORS  AND  FRIENDS 
    

    Westford Seniors and Friends held their monthly 

meeting on January 10, 2012 at Westford United 

Methodist Church with 64 member present.  Jenoal 

Blackwelder welcomed everyone.  Shelby Stough be-

gan the devotion with prayer and read from 1 Kings.  

She gave a reading “Wait for the Lord” and “Trust in 

the Lord and He will Guide You all the Way.” 

   Minutes were read by Doris Godwin and treasurer 

report was given by Joyce McKillop.   Gail Howard 

gave information on a future trip.    Birthdays were 

recognized for Tomoko Swan, Gladys Doster, Louise 

Foster, Carol Dotter, Bill Fox and Veda Yarbrough.  

Wedding anniversaries were recognized for Charles & 

Carolyn Cross,  Bob & Tomoko Swan, and Bill & 

Cindy Fox. 

        A beautiful plaque was presented to Lillian Grif-

fith by Jim Carter,  for her many years of service as 

President of the group.  

   Jane Bunch recognized 13 members who had missed 

only 1 meeting in 2011 and presented certificates to 

the following 12 members who had perfect attendance.  

Bette Blume, Doris Carter, Jim Carter, Doris Godwin, 

Nora Martin, Joyce McKillop, Fran McMillen, Mil-

dred Myers, Hazel Rushing, Janice Smith, Shelby 

Stough and Thelma Yow.  

    The program was presented by members of the 

group,  It was a skit  titled “The Candy Store” and a 

skit by Cynthia & Bill Fox, “I Can, I Can‟t”.   The 

group then went to the gym and enjoyed a wonderful 

covered dish meal after grace was said by Earl Saw-

yer.  

   Next month‟s meeting will be on Tuesday, Febru-

ary 14, with a covered dish meal.    

 

     FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

1  Ann Barbee 

2  Jensen Cruce 

 Jill Gosnell 

 Collin Reed 

3  Conner Chatari 

 Harrison Stockwell 

7  Barbara Saffell 

8  Scott Brynildsen 

 Jordan Cruce 

9  Travis Johnson 

 Tim Waller 

10  Morgan Haynes 

 Eric Key 

 Bob Whitley 

12  Jaedon Allen 

 Ken McMillen 

13  Steven Griffith 

 Matthew Key 

 Vic Taylor 

17  Curtis Wise 

19  Marla Johnson 

20  Virginia Sawyer 

21  Keith Aardema 

 Ronnie Teague 

 Lindsey Waller 

22  Elaine Allen 

 Patti Corzine 

23  Ruth (Mac) Mooney 

 Amber Yarbrough 

24  William Bowen 

 Dillon Lowery 

 Tamara Norman 

 Christopher Yarbrough 

25  Jessie Boggs 

27  Clinton Towell 

28  Glenn Burton 

 Cassidy Overbay 

 

 *******************************  

 

FEBRUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 

 

4  Robert & Elaine Allen 

10  John & Ann Barbee 

13  Ray & Marla Furr 

 Randy & Sidney Tomberlin 

14  Jimmy & Sonia Gentle 

15  Eric & Marsha Key 

26 Robert (Bob) & Frances Burton 

 

OUR  FAITHFULNESS  IN  JANUARY  

 

 Sunday       Budget    Building Fund   __ Attendance                                        

     1     $ 7,703.75      $   200.00  278 

    8       9,872.00           335.00  431  

   15          11.973.45           375.00  417 

   22     10,775.28           170.00                 437 

 



 

 Response teams:  Mari Runion suggested that we have a disaster response team, which would be ready to 

help out during disasters.  The Conference trains teams.  We will look into this possibility. 

 

 Mission trips:  Chad Runion has agreed to research how we can offer opportunities to go out on mission 
trips, whether they be local, interstate, or international.  The Conference has Building Teams that go all over the world 

and United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM) also has opportunities for those interested.  A visit to the Red 

Bird Mission is another possibility and can be done in a weekend.  Chad will report at our next meeting in February. 

 

 Blood Drive:  The next CBCC blood drive will be held on Sunday, March 11th, 2012, from 10:45 a.m. to 2 

p.m.  CBCC will provide posters to be set up outside to make the neighborhood aware of the opportunity. 

 

                  Sheila Barrell, Chairman 

 

 

MY  FATHERõS  HOUSE 

 

   Westford‟s first week as a host congregation in My Father‟s House Ministry is March 25th—31st.  As a host 

congregation, Westford will provide meals, lodging, and caring hospitality to homeless families in our commu-

nity.  

    There will a maximum of 4 families (14 individuals) visiting with us during the week.  The families will ar-

rive at the church around 6:00 PM each evening and be picked up the next morning by 6:30 AM.  Our guests 

will be set up in designated Sunday School rooms.  Each guest will have a twin portable bed that will be pro-

vided by CCM.  We want our guests to feel comfortable and secure, so their belongings will remain in their 

rooms all week.  

    We will soon begin purchasing supplies needed to make the families comfortable.  Items such as pillows, 

pillow case covers, twin sheet sets, twin blankets, and storage containers.  Please help us with these purchases 

by contributing to the My Father‟s House Fund.  This will enable us to make the most of sales on linens and 

storage containers, and keep them uniform.  Just place your offering in your regular envelope and mark it My 

Father‟s House or hand it to Doris Jackson.  As always, we thank you for your continued support! 

    More information on volunteer opportunities and volunteer training will be released soon.  Please watch the 

bulletin board for updates.  If you would like more  information, please call Hannah Woodard (704-262-9720.  

Thanks again for all of your support !!   

 

ROBERTA  UMC  CLOTHES  CLOSET 

 

     The clothes closet at Roberta UMC is in need of all types (men‟s, women‟s, children ) and sizes of gently-used clothing.   

If you have anything that you would like to donate, please call (704-786-9215) for drop off times or bring them to Westford 

and they will be delivered.   Thank you for helping those less fortunate and in need at this time . 

   ________________________________________________________________ 



 

WESTFORD UMC 

OUTREACH/MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting held January 8, 2012 

 

Thanks to all of you who attended the first 2012 planning meeting.  I believe we accomplished a lot. 

 

1.  Ongoing projects: 

 

 Pantry:  Pam Boyles reported that the pantry had served 44 families on January 7th.  There is still a need for vol-
unteers to help expedite matters, especially when we are so busy.  The pantry opens to clients every Saturday from 

9a.m. to noon.  We are fortunate to have funds in the pantry account, which enables Pamõs team to shop for items that 

Cooperative Christian Ministries (CCM) cannot supply.  Thank you to all of you who work in the pantry! 

 

 Thanksgiving meal:  Jeneen McMillen reported that 190 meals were served out of a reservation list of 350.  
However, the CCM Homeless Shelter was able to use all that was left over.  The dinner was a success, with many volun-

teers helping in the kitchen, service, and hosting.  It is felt that this is a project we should take on every year.  Some of 
our pantry clients who attended have mentioned what a wonderful meal it was and how caring the Westford folk were.  

Thank you for all of your help. 

 

 Angel Tree:  Jeneen McMillen and Kristen Williams organize this ministry.  A total of 75 angels plus 25 seniors 

were served with wonderful items donated by members of the congregation. 

 

 Compassion children:  Sheila Barrell reported that letters had been received from Manuel in Mexico, and Jean-

nebave in the Philippines, and that the Childrenõs Church had written to both of them.  It costs just under $500 each to 

sponsor these children, plus a Christmas present. 

 

 Upward Basketball:  Suzy Garrett showed the group the proposed banners to be hung in the Life Center.  
The idea is to inform visitors to the games of who we are as a Church and what we offer.  The banners will be put up in 

a couple of weeks.  It was also suggested that we have a brochure that visitors can take home with information about 

services, classes, etc.  Suzy, who does graphic design, is putting together such a brochure. 

 

 Crisis Pregnancy Center:  The baby bottle campaign will be held in April 2012.  The money helps CPC fund 
programs on pregnancy, offer counseling, and needed supplies to needy mothers.  Mari Runion is our contact with CPC 

and posted various activities planned by the organization, i.e. Christmas Nativity scene at the Speedway, walks and a ban-
quet, to raise funds.  On January 22, Human Life Sunday, a video will be shown.  Please contact Mari for more informa-

tion.  Subsequently, it was decided to show the video when the baby bottle campaign starts. 

 

2.  New Projects for 2012 

 

 My Fatherõs House:  Hannah Woodard reported that we will hold our first week as participants in My Fatherõs 

House program starting on Sunday, March 25th.  It will be necessary to train volunteers, perhaps after the Sunday Service.  
Many volunteers will be needed for that week and a list of opportunities will be posted on the bulletin board.  There also 
will be a list of supplies needed:  twin bed sheets, pillowcases, and blankets, large bins to keep them in from week to 
week.  We will look into the need for mattress pads.  A steering committee was formed last year to organize this pro-

ject.  Jim Carter has agreed to join Hannah, Neal Tobias, Mari and Chad Runion on this committee. 

 



The òCupboard of Loveó Food Pantry is in 

dire need of more volunteers for Saturday 

morning operations..specifically the 4th and 

5th Saturday of each month.   If anyone is in-

terested in supporting this ministry in this capac-

ity, please contact Carol Hurst at 704-785-9338.   

We look forward to hearing from you soon.  God 

Bless You ! 

 _______________________________

_ 
 

8:30  SERVICE 

 

   We are in need of folks to sing and/or 

share their talents at the 8:30 service.. No 

one is lined up for several coming Sundays, so 

please check your calendars and volunteer to min-

ister to our 8:30 congregation.   Many of you have 

indicated that you would help but we need dates 

and quickly!!  Donõt forget your older child or 

youth.  Many of our young folks have shared their 

talents.  Note that it is not limited to vocals so 

maybe you instrumentalist, pianist, dancers, 

dramatists, would like to help. 

     Anyone interest, please contact Linda Whitley 

at 704-783-6154 or lbwhitley947@gmail.com. 

 ____________________________ 

  

CAMP  FAITH  2012 

 

   Westford Camp Faith 2012 will begin registration on Sun-

day, January 20  through February 15 for Westford members. 

After February 15, we will open the registration to Upward 

and the community.    Below is this year‟s schedule: 

 

Wednesday, July 11  -   Camp Faith Family Night 

July 16—20   Elementary Week 1 

July 23—27   Elementary Week 2 

July 30—August 3   Elementary Week 3 

August 6—10  Middle School Week 

 

Cost: $90.00 Westford members 

            $110.00  non-members 
 

 Weeks are limited to 25 campers each week.   

$70.00 DEPOSIT REQUIRED AT REGISTRATION. 

   Registration forms and information sheets are available on 

the table in the Narthex or the church office.   Register early!! 

  _________________________ 

 

WESTFORD  PRE-SCHOOL 

 

   Pre-School registration for 2012 for existing students and 

church family will begin on Tuesday, February 14th. Registra-

tion is $50.00 and monthly tuition is $135.00.  Classes are lim-

ited to 10 students.  If you have (or know of) a 2, 3 or 4 year 

old interested, please call Denise Griffiths (704-782-1423 ext 

224). 

 

 

______________________________ 
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